neering at the University of Toronto in September 1968, and he led its Faculty of Applied Science and Engineering, as its 12th Dean (2002 Dean ( -2006 . In late 2006, he joined Ryerson University as its first Vice-President of Research and Innovation until 2010 and continued to do research, supervise and mentor graduate students and teach.
Professor Venetsanopoulos exemplified the standard of academic excellence. He was an outstanding scholar who made exceptionally important and fundamental contributions to the fields of telecommunications, signal and image processing, multimedia and biometrics research that have been applied globally and throughout many related areas. While his research productivity was outstanding, it is the depth and quality of his work that has led to his unparalleled international reputation and his ability to move science from laboratory research into the real world by identifying and recognizing how the applications of his research could fit to real-life situations with very positive social and economic outcomes. Tas made significant advances to our understanding of multidimensional filter theory and design, and opened up new vistas in telecommunications, nonlinear filter design, higher-order statistical signal processing [5] , multimedia [6] , neural networks and biometrics. He established the first and most successful method for the design of conventional multidimensional digital filters and his framework remains as valid as ever in modern-day filter design.
In the area of Digital Image Processing, Tas was regarded as one of the leading international authorities. He contributed significant theoretical results to the area of color image processing and analysis, introducing a number of techniques for color image enhancement, filtering and analysis.
In his long and distinguished career, he also had exemplary professional service and received many accolades and awards. He served as Chair on numerous boards, councils and technical conference committees of the IEEE. In this special issue, we have six papers which are authored by former students and colleagues of Tas [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] .
